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Mailing list, additional copies of the 
magazine and email news updates
If you would like to be added to our mailing list, be sent 
additional copies or be kept up to date with news via email 
please contact Gary Donaldson:
admin@lankachurches.org
Lanka Evangelical Fellowship of Churches,12 London Road, 
Hailsham, East Sussex, BN27 1EB, United Kingdom

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

This has been a difficult year for our LEFC 
churches. Following the Easter bombing 
there was much fear and widespread 
unemployment. The drought and recent 
flooding have also contributed to an 
unsettling time for our churches.

In spite of these difficulties, however, we 
rejoice that we have seen new churches 
built, many baptisms and people growing 
in their love for God and for these 
blessings we praise the Lord.

Yours in the Lord, 
Ps. Jeyakanth 

Short reports
By  Ps. Jeyakanth and Paul Fountain

We have been encouraged by the impact on the Hindu 
communities of pre-schools, computer centres and 
sewing classes. They all bring gospel opportunties

The mass clearance of 
forest land in Sri Lanka 
for the expansion of roads 
and other developments 
is impacting the climate 
and causing havoc with the 
environment. 

Average temperatures 
are creeping up every year 
and the seasonal monsoon 
rains, that are essential 
for farming, have become 
unpredictable, and in some 
years, non-existent. This 
April, temperatures hit 
48C– which was unheard 
of in Sri Lanka. 

2018 was a bad year 
for most of the country. 
There was no rain during 
the rainy season and the 
farmers lost most of their 
crops. Then, the rains 
came with a vengeance, 

flooding large areas, 
sweeping away livestock, 
causing landslides and 
great destruction. 

This year too there has 
been very little rain. Wells, 
ponds and water holes 
have dried up. Children 
have very little water to 
wash themselves or their 
clothes. As a result, the 
level of hygiene among 
children is poor and many 
have developed diseases. 

Most of the believers 
in our churches try to 
grow their own food and 
vegetables and have lost 
most of it. 

In the coastal region, 
one can observe starving 
cattle trying to feed on 
dried up grass, and birds 
trying to drink muddy 

water from shallow 
pools. Cattle can be seen 
shedding tears (a sign 
of distress when there is 
water shortage).

The people in Muthur, 
one of the hottest regions, 
have been suffering from a 
drought for months. Many 
people live in small sheds 
constructed from Palmyra 
leaves. Some widows don‘t 
even have a door, which 
leaves them unprotected. 

Now the floods have 
washed away the newly-
planted rice fields and 
led to the drowning of 
livestock 

Let us pray that the 
Lord provides for their 
needs and that God shows 
us ways how to improve 
their situation. 

Drought and floods 
wreak havoc

Kishoda (3) suffers from 
a deformity in one eye. 
The eye is swollen and 
protrudes making it difficult 
to close. She comes from 
a very poor family of tea 
pickers who attend the 
church at Meddakumbra. 

Her father committed 
suicide in a drunken stupor. 
Her mother is too poor to 
afford the cost of medicine, 
transport to take her to 
hospital or an operation. 
Please pray that money will 
be raised for this purpose. 

Eye operation 
needed

The teacher who came 
to teach our pre-school 
children was a Hindu when 
she joined us. By associating 
with our believers and 
gospel workers, she became 
interested in knowing 
Jesus and started attending 
church services. In time, 
she accepted Jesus as 
her personal saviour and 
Lord, and testified at the 
New Year’s Eve service. 
However, her change of 

religion has not gone down 
well with her family. Her 
parents have forbidden her 
to attend church services. 
This sister goes out on 
the pretext of tutoring 
children and sneaks into 
church. Please pray that 
God would strengthen her 
faith and that her parents 
will accept her decision to 
become a Christian and not 
impose restrictions on her 
attending church. 

Saved Hindu teacher 
forbidden to go to church

Computer 
centres train 
more people 
Computer centres have been 
set up in Thannanmunnai, 6 
Mile Post, Thampalagamam 
and Meddakumbra.

These are very useful in 
training people. Computers 
are in short supply in the 
village schools so the extra 
tuition is a great help and 
witness. A Hindu lady was 
converted after attending 
the computer classes in 
Meddakumbra. 

Many fear the 
new President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa has 
been voted in as president. 
Tamils are very fearful of the 
future. He has appointed his 
brother, former President 
Mahinda Rajapaksa, as 
Prime Minister. Gotabaya 
was defence minister from 
2005 to 2015, overseeing 
the crushing of the Tamil 
separatist movement and 
ending 25 years of civil 
war. He was nicknamed 
“The Terminator” by his 
own family and developed 
a tough reputation for 
alleged extrajudicial killings 
and abductions of Tamil 
separatists and journalists. 
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Before joining the LEFC, 
Stephen Christopher 
was pastor of a health-
and-wealth charismatic 
church. He came in 
contact with reformed 
doctrine when he visited 
his mother-in-law, who 
attended the LEFC 
church at Urugamam. 
Over time, Stephen 
changed his theology and 
left his church. He was 
given work by LEFC and 
eventually took over the 
work at Urugamam and 
Karradiyanaru, with Ravi, 
an evangelist, coming 
once a week to help. 

This year, Stephen 
has experienced great 
suffering and became 
depressed. Firstly an 
elephant destroyed his 
mother-in-law’s shop 
and his father-in-law has 
become a backsliding 

drunkard. 
Stephen was also 

attacked by a group of 
drunk young men when 
he was accompanying his 
four-year-old son on the 
way back from evening 
class. They stopped 
him and accused him 
of teaching the villagers 
about Christianity. After 
the attack, he ended up in 
hospital. 

More recently, he 
was bitten by an insect 
when riding a motor 
bike. He fell off and 
was injured and again 
ended up in hospital. 
The Hindu villagers said 
God was punishing him. 
Jeyakanth’s preaching on 
Isaiah 24 encouraged him 
to carry on. Please pray 
for God to build up the 
work and that Stephen 
would be strengthened. 

Prayer needed 
for Stephen 
Christopher 

Selvakili lives in the 
village of Veeramanagar. 
She is a mother of two 
girls, Puhalarasi (11) and 
Thamilarasi (6). Her 
husband, Suman, is a 
Godly man who diligently 
ministers at the nearby 
Neenakeany church. The 
whole family are fully 
involved in the activities of 
the church. 

During the last stages 
of the civil war, Selvakili 
fractured a femur, which 
meant surgery and pins 

Vinayagapuram is a 
poor village and most 
of our church believers 
are poorer than average 
because all government 
benefits schemes are 
denied to Christians. The 
names of Christians are 
removed from the list of 
widows when paying out 
government subsistence 
allowance. 

Christian schoolchildren 
are discriminated against 
and are forced to visit the 
Hindu temple every Friday 
and participate in Hindu 
festivals at school. If they 
refuse their government 
grants are stopped. 
Christian parents seeking 
a meeting with the Head 
teacher or Education 

were needed. In May last 
year, the bone broke again 
and Selvakili needed another 
operation. After surgery, 
she could not walk for six 
months. Gradually, with 
physiotherapy, her condition 
improved slightly. 

Early this year, she had 
high fever and then she lost 
hearing in both her ears. 
She was treated in hospital 
and gradually regained 
her hearing. Recently, she 
noticed three lumps at the 
back of her neck. These have 
proved to cancerous. 

Despite chemotherapy, 
her condition has 
deteriorated and there is 
not much more the doctors 
can do. In spite of her trials, 
Selvakili is trying to hold on 
to her faith and be glad in the 
Lord. Please pray for God’s 
mercy and peace for this 
family.

officers are ignored, 
humiliated and ridiculed

Five boys and five girls 
from very poor church 
families have moved to 
children’s homes run by 
the church to get a better 
chance in life. The five 
boys will live in a house 
belonging to the church 
at Valaichchenai and the 
five girls in a house at 
Batticaloa. Kavitha, the 
widowed mother of one of 
the girls, will live with the 
girls and look after them 
while Alageswary, the 
widowed mother of one of 
the boys will live with the 
boys and look after them. 
All 10 children have lost at 
least one parent and live 
below the poverty line. 

Selvakili is dying of cancer 

A new Children’s Home 
has been built New sewing centres 

have been set up

THE SEWING CENTRE – 6 MILE POST

Secondly, the sewing centre has 
made a great difference to the trainees 
themselves. Not only do they learn 
useful skills but it is a blessing to them 
spiritually too. 

One of the trainees, Delikumar 
Thanushiya is nineteen years old. Her 
father is a fisherman from the north 
but he is rarely able to fish due to 
illness and with younger children to 
support, the family are in desperate 
need. Delikumar knew nothing about 
making clothes when she started 
but now says “joining the centre as a 
trainee was the turning point in my 
life. At the beginning things were 
very difficult. I had never been near 
a sewing machine – and a motorised 
machine at that! But, thanks to the 
patience and expert coaching of 
my teacher, Jegatheeswari, I soon 
overcame my fear.” Now she is 
mastering some challenging techniques 
and says “My heart swells with pride 
and gratitude to God when my finished 
articles receive lavish praise from my 
teachers and church elders. I thank 
God for this wonderful opportunity… 
Each of the trainees is like a sister to 
me. We pray together, attend Church 
together and work together. I thank 
everyone who has contributed to the 
running of this centre... you have made 
a difference to my life and to the lives 
of many girls like me.”

Finally, of course the centres are a 
blessing to the teachers, who are able 
to care for the trainees and impart life-
transforming skills to the desperately 
needy. Trainees and teachers alike are 
so grateful for this opportunity and 
ask for continued prayer that this work 
will continue to be blessed of God in 
changing lives and making His love 
known.

LEFC have opened four sewing centres with more planned. Training is 
provided for women from poor backgrounds, enabling them to find work in 
a garment factory or start their own sewing businesses

from scratch. Whilst some of the 
ladies live nearby, others travel a long 
way and so they live at 6 Mile Post 
temporarily whilst they do the course 
with food also provided.

The last three months have been 
a time of real blessing for this work. 
Firstly it has made a difference to 
people in the locality and provided 
opportunities to share God’s love. 
Orders for the clothing the trainees 
make, have been steadily coming in. 
One local widowed mother, desperately 
in need of clothing was able to buy 
clothes from the centre at a special 
price she could afford. The same is true 
of school uniforms made here. Those 
who are poor are only asked to pay what 
is affordable – sometimes uniforms are 
given out free of charge. Local people 
are beginning to see that the centre is 
not greedy for money, that the clothing 
is good quality and that those who are 
too poor are not charged the usual 
price. These small acts of kindness help 
to make God’s love known and soften 
hearts towards our work.

he bible tells us not to 
withhold good from those 
to whom it is due and to 
remember to do good to 
all, especially to those of 

the household of faith. With this in 
mind LEFC have begun a number of 
social service projects, including a new 
sewing centre set up by the Church at  
6 Mile Post. 

Despite the importance of the 
clothing industry in Sri Lanka and the 
number of jobs it provides, sewing 
centres are few and far between. Our 
sewing centre has been established to 
train women, often widows, from poor 
backgrounds or girls whose parents 
cannot afford to educate them further. 
The centre is run by two qualified and 
dedicated teachers and the work is 
overseen by the Elders of the Church 
who report back to the Senior Pastor on 
a weekly basis.

There are eleven ladies enrolled 
at the centre. Nearly all of them 
have no prior knowledge or skills in 
dressmaking or sewing. They learn 

T
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magine a coastal village in the 
north of Sri Lanka whose 750 
or so families are completely 
dependent upon fishing for their 
daily needs. Yet this is a coastline 

that is treacherous with deep seas, 
turbulent storms and regular floods 
which saturate the land with salt water 
making it impossible to grow crops. 
This is a place which has suffered much 
in the past with the devastation of the 
Tsunami of 2004 and the ravages of 
the recent Civil War. This was an area 
deliberately targeted by Government 
forces in the Civil War, sustaining 
indiscriminate attacks from land, sea 
and air leaving thousands dead or 
maimed or simply missing. This is the 
village of Kallappadu, a place of many 
orphans and widows, many inhabitants 
with grave disabilities and many still 
suffering from the mental scars of 
natural and man-made disasters from 
the past.

Fear of another tsumani
Today the plight of the villagers is 

KALLAPPADU

I

Everyone helped 
build a new church
Kallappadu has many orphans and widows, scarred by the 
tsunami and civil war. The church hopes to open a nutrition 
centre to feed malnourished childen

great. The seas are so turbulent that 
the men often cannot go out and fish 
and the women similarly lost their 
livelihood as they are dependent upon 
the work of sorting the fish when the 
men arrive back on shore. One regular 
visitor to the village commented that he 
visited the village many times when the 
sea appears rough and has witnessed 
first-hand the panic on the faces of 
the young and old. Men sitting around 
worried because they need to go out 
to sea but at the same time terrified 
of what might happen. There is little 
or no food and everyone in the village 
lives below the poverty line, surviving 
on one meal a day if at all. The children 
of the village are particularly impacted 
often walking the 3km to school on  
an empty stomach and return home 
more in hope than expectation of an 
evening meal. The plight of the old and 
the sick in the village is also desperate. 
The invalided and the elderly are forced 
to work in order to eat and sadly there 
is no recourse to Government benefits 
or help.

“ The church can play a 
big role in alleviating the 
suffering of these children”

Kallappadu has many orphans and widows 
scarred by the tsunami and civil war

Church planted
Our church has functioned in this 
village for the past two years. It started 
in a sister’s home but they soon 
outgrew it. A church believer sold 
LEFC some land and all the believers 
worked enthusiastically to build a new 
church. Br. Yoga recalled how, during 
the building work of the church, a 
believer called Sithamparam spent 
every day from morning till evening, 
doing whatever work he could. He was 
ill at that time, but he wanted to be 
part of the church building project. 

Need for a Nutrition Centre
Today there is a great opportunity to 
show the love of Christ in this needy 
village in a very practical way. The 
Church is seeking to provide all the 
needy children of the village with at 
least one meal a day.

What can be done
The church can play a big role in 
alleviating the suffering of these 
children and give them a fighting 
chance of getting a decent education. 
Bearing in mind the mental trauma 
faced by these young children, 
showing them genuine Christian love 
and providing them with a square 
meal every day would go a long way 
towards meeting their physical and 
psychological needs. Further, attitudes 
towards our church would change for 
the better, as our church is seen to be 
meeting a great need in the village.

In addition, it would give us a 
tremendous opportunity to share the 
gospel with these young children who 
are the future generation of the village. 

Cost of a meal
Our church would like to create a 
centre with cooking facilities at a cost 
of £5,000 that would provide a meal 
each day for between 30 to 50 of the 
poorest children. The cost of each meal 
would be 75p.

Mullaimahal’s story
Children like Mullaimahal would benefit from 
a Nutrition centre. She attends our church 
and Sunday school. Her father is blind and 
suffers from a heart condition. Her mother 
has left them and is living with another man. 
The father is unable to prepare breakfast, and 
the girl goes to school without breakfast. The 
father struggles to find something for the girl 
to eat when she gets back. When the father is 
ill, the girl stays home to look after him. 
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abuse are in the newspapers every day. 
Other children work as child labourers. 
Babies have been rescued from rubbish 
dumps.

We cannot rescue all the battered 
women and neglected children in the 
country. But the Moses Project tries 
to help the women and children that 
God has sent to us. Some stay for a few 
days, others longer. The good news is 
that we’ve seen a dramatic change in 
the mental outlook of some under our 
care.

We are able to rejoice in the 
change God has brought to the lives 
of women who come to the project 
battered, confused and suicidal. They 
have responded to the love, care and 
understanding that we are able to offer, 
by God’s grace. 

They exchange despair, confusion 
and hopelessness for joy, hope and a 
purpose in life. We can only thank God 
for using us for His glory. 

Finding work
The Moses Project aims to enable the 
women to help themselves. We offer 
them training and opportunities to find 
gainful employment or become self-
employed. 

We have started a business project 
involving raising chickens, growing 
vegetables and managing a banana 
plantation.

A good reputation
The Moses Project enjoys a good 
reputation in the village as well 
as at government level. However, 
there are some – especially Hindu 
fundamentalists – who are envious 
and are trying to undermine us. They 
claim we are pretending to help people 
in trouble and forcing them to become 
Christians. They know this is a lie. 
Please pray these evil forces will not 
triumph and that we would be allowed 
to carry on.

Please pray for the Project’s 
workers, that God will provide health, 
strength and wisdom to do our best to 
help those who need us. We trust in 
God’s strength and His wisdom and 
seek to bring glory to His name. 

Thank you to everyone who 
supports the Moses project through 
prayer, giving and practical help.

Refuge brings 
hope into lives 
of abused 
women and 
children

he centre occupies two 
acres in Vishmanasdu in 
north Sri Lanka, near to 
where the civil war ended 
10 years ago. Many families 
are still suffering from 

post-traumatic stress from the conflict. 
Also, abject poverty and helplessness 
drives many men into drinking. 

Sadly, the women and children bear 
the brunt of neglect and abuse. This 
can drive mothers to suicide and harm 
the mental health of children. 

Many little children are subjected 
to physical abuse and some are used 
in the sex trade. Reports of sexual 

The Moses Project refuge 
centre we set up two 
years ago is bringing 
God’s light into the lives 
of suffering women and 
children — but needs 
continued prayer

MOSES PROJECT

T

Gayanthini was born during the war. 
Her early days were spent hiding 
in the jungle and then living in a 
refugee camp where her mother 
couldn’t get sufficient food to 
produce enough milk. As a young 
child, she saw her drunken father 
beat her mother viciously. Her 
father died. 

Gayanthini’s story

Koneswari’s story

When she arrived at the Moses 
Project, she was ill, suffering 
from malnutrition and withdrawn 
because of mental trauma. 

In the early days, she would wake 
up screaming at night. During the 
day, she wanted to be alone. At 
school, she wouldn’t play with 
other children and would lose 
consciousness during class. 

We continued to show her love and 
tender care, prayed with her and 
counselled her. Now, we are able 
to see a marked change. She plays 
with the children and prefers to be 
with others. She’s settled well at 
school. Recently, we celebrated her 
13th birthday. She was so happy. 

When we see what God has done 
in this little girl’s life, we are filled 
with gratitude and know it’s all 
worthwhile.

Young wife Koneswari was beaten 
regularly by her husband. She felt 
trapped and wanted to end her life. 
But she came to us instead. We 
gave her love, a listening ear, and 
a shoulder to cry on. We prayed 
with her and counselled her. After 
a few days, she was ready to face 
her husband. We counselled him 
too. The couple agreed to give their 
marriage a fresh start and made 
promises to each other. Now they 
are living happily and at peace. We 
praise God for their reconciliation.
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Komathalamadu

Newly wed dies in 
motorcycle accident 
Earlier this year Kamaraj (28), who 
had recently been saved and married, 
was killed in a motorcycle accident. He 
and his wife Priya (25) were committed 
members so he will be greatly missed. 
He would travel far to find manual 
work in order to provide for his wife. 
His unexpected death has come as a 
massive shock to his family, especially 
his young wife Pray that God will 
comfort the family and give them 
courage to face the future. 

Komathalamadu

Few husbands come to 
church 
The majority of those who attend the 
church are women whose husbands 
are not converted. This makes regular 
attendance difficult and is detrimental 
to spiritual life. Lack of transport is 
another challenge as some travel 7km 
to church. Many men have to go out 
of the area to find work, which also 
causes problems. 

Wild animals break in 
and damage crops
There have been some spiteful attacks 
on God’s people. Ps. Ranjith erected 
fencing to protect a large plot of 
beans grown in the church gardens 
surrounding his home. One night an 
anti-Christian neighbour cut a hole in 
the fence and wild buffalo and pigs ate 
the crops. Ps. Ranjith has also recently 
been beaten up (see article above).

Meddakumbra

Young men are being 
trained 
Last year, we prayed that our believers 
would grow spiritually and get involved 
in church activities. We praise the Lord 
that in answer to our prayers there has 
been significant improvement in their 
spiritual lives and two of our young 
men have volunteered for full-time and 
part-time gospel work and are under-
going training in preaching.

Thampalagamman

Meddakumbra

Karradiyanaru

Beaten up brothers 
forgive attackers 
In Meddakumbra, in the tea growing 
highlands, two brothers were attacked 
by some Hindu village men in the 
aftermath of a Christian funeral.

The husband of a church member 
had died and his wife wanted the 
funeral service to be a witness to 
the village and an opportunity to 
declare the gospel to those who 
attended. Some village members 
were angry about this, saying that 
the funeral ceremony should be 
conducted in a Hindu way in a Hindu 
village. However, Br. Ranjith and Br. 
Ragendran were able to complete the 
service. A few days later they were 
suddenly attacked by a gang of young 
men, badly beaten and thrown into 
the tea bushes. They were able to call 
for help and were brought to hospital 
for treatment. Thank God they had 
no internal injuries and their cuts and 
bruises are in the process of healing.

The police came to the hospital 
to question them and were able to 
catch the attackers. Then community 
leaders visited Ranjith’s wife to ask 
for forgiveness so that a court case 
could be avoided. Br. Ranjith said “We 
are willing to forgive. Do not punish 
them but let them go.” The police were 
surprised and the young men put to 
shame by this display of forgiveness 
and goodness. So the situation became 
an opportunity to share the gospel 
among them. 

Let us thank God for this glorious 
work and let us pray for complete 
healing and wisdom for our workers.

A bike proves to be a 
great blessing 
One of our students, Joshua, received 
the gift of a bike. He used to walk 4 km, 
in the hot sun, to get to school and his 
parents were in no position to buy him 
a bike. The gift is hugely appreciated. 
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Church news and 
prayer requests
These news items and prayer requests are from some of 
the churches in Sri Lanka. They tell us how much your care 
and practical support means to them as they often face 
great hardship

6 Mile Post

Agricultural training 
helps LEFC churches
To help our church people deal with 
water shortages a training day was 
organised to educate our people 
on how to adapt by using different 
farming methods. The lecturer was 
Nirojan, an Agricultural Instructor 
for rural development. He gave very 
helpful advice on using different crops 
and improved methods of farming.

Matale

Violent opponent is now 
helping in the ministry
Brother Kunaselan leads one of our 
few Sinhalese churches. There is 
much opposition. One man from his 
village was always giving him trouble, 
threatening him if he preached and 
threatening his children on their way 
to school. Through God’s great mercy 
he changed his mind and came to 
the church. Now he is helping in the 
ministry work. Thank God for this and 
pray for this brother that he will accept 
Jesus and be baptized. 

Veeramanagar

Husband and wife  
living in poverty
Keethan and his wife Selvarani live in 
a small hut constructed from palmayra 
leaves measuring just 2m by 2m. The 
roof is so low that you could not stand 
inside. Since falling ill from Dengue 
fever, the Keethan has been unable to 
work. He cannot care for his wife and 
his son. When Ps. Jeyakanth visited 
them at 1pm they said they had not 
eaten anything so far that day. In 
common with many poor homes it 
suffers badly when there is flooding.
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hank you for your prayers 
and support during a difficult 
year. In 2019 we experienced 
much blessing but it has also 
been an unsettling year for our 

people following the Easter bombings, 
along with the drought and recent 
floods and the election of Gotabaya 
Rajapaksa as president. His return to 
power makes our Tamil people fearful. 
He and his brother Mahinda Rajapaksa 
were accused of the brutal killing of 
over 100,000 Tamils in the civil war. 

Months of drought, followed by 
recent flooding have caused much 
hardship to our people who mainly live 
off the land. We commit these trials to 
our Heavenly Father, trusting His good 
purposes. 

Family conference and baptisms 
At the beginning of August, we held 
a family conference at 6th Mile Post 
with almost 700 attending from several 
churches. It was a joy to see so many 
believers listening to God’s Word 
from morning till evening. On Sunday 
morning, we all went to the seashore 
for a baptismal service. Ten brothers 
and sisters from different churches 
confessed their faith and went into 
the water to show their commitment 

to Jesus Christ. Please pray that they 
might grow in their faith and be good 
witnesses for Christ in their daily lives. 

An encounter of joy and pain 
We are very concerned about the 
children who have been forcefully 
taken from the Children’s Home by 
the Child Protection Officer and kept 
in a Hindu Home. In total, 10 children 
have been brought there, including six 
children from one family. God granted 
us the opportunity to meet these 
children. When the school holiday 
started, they were able to join the 
Family Conference at 6 Mile Post and 
stayed with us for a few hours. What 
they told us made us want to cry. The 
wardens are hash: they often beat them 
and they do not care for them properly. 

They do not allow them to come 
together for prayer and regularly search 
their cupboards for bibles. On one oc-
casion they threw a bible belonging to 
Shaktivel into the fire. They also take 
the children to a Hindu temple every 
week against their will. Let us continue 
to pray for these children, that they 
would remain as faithful as Daniel was 
in a foreign court! 

Their wider family, who are Hindus, 
are fearful of removing the children 
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Ending the year 
with a heavy heart
S. Jeyakanth reports on an eventful 2019 when the churches 
experienced much blessing with more baptisms, the opening 
of three new church buildings and a joyful family conference. 
However it was also a year of trials particularly at 6 Mile Post

from the Hindu Home as they have 
been threatened if they do. 

Upsetting court cases 
For two years, the home has been the 
object of false accusations by a former 
worker, leading to a court case. The 
case has repeatedly been postponed, 
a typical situation in our country. The 
accusations illustrate the system-atic 
pressure on Christians and other 
minorities. 

Sadly two LEFC workers, George 
and Mariyadas, who had no direct 
connection with the Children’s Home, 
have recently lost a court case accusing 
them of raping two mentally retarded 
girls eight years ago. The judgement 
was a big shock as it had already been 
thrown out at the Magistrates court. 

The girls’ mother was a Christian, 
but was mentally disturbed and 
committed suicide by setting fire to 
herself, after which the girls came 
to the Children’s Home. The girls’ 
behaviour was uncontrollable and 
because of their violence towards other 
children, they were withdrawn from 
both their school and the Children’s 
Home on the advice of Social Services. 
Their father looked after them in a 
separate house at 6 Mile Post, where 

the rapes are alleged to have happened. 
The case was brought by their mother’s 
sister, who hoped, it seems, to make 
money from an out of court settlement 
with George and Mariyadas. They 
refused this as they knew they were 
innocent. Earlier she had also falsely 
accused their father of rape as she 

wanted to take her sister’s land from 
him. Sadly he died in prison while 
awaiting trial.

This aunt with whom the girls are 
now living made these accusations 
because she was very angry George had 
helped the girls’ father fight to keep 
his wife’s land and that Mariyadas 
had shown great kindness to him. 
A police enquiry found no evidence 
for the rapes so the case was dis-
missed. However she contacted some 
enemies of LEFC including Ps. Murali, 
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“ For two years, the 
home has been 
the object of false 
accusations by a 
former worker”

who wrote many letters to the judge 
criticising the Children’s Home using 
different pseudo-names. It appears 
the judge has been taken in by the 
falsehoods. I firmly believe they are 
innocent. The accusations were made 
long after the supposed rape by high-ly 
impressionable mentally unstable girls. 
In addition close Christian neighbours 
living either side of their house heard 
nothing amiss. 

At court the judge spoke about how 
the Christians at 6 Mile Post are trying 
to force Hindu children to convert and 
he was generally very antagonistic to 
the work. Opponents have been using 
social media to circulate the judge-
ment to try to discredit the work at 6 
Mile Post. The men are facing 10 years 
in prison and a fine of £2,500. The 
families plan to appeal to the Supreme 
Court. 

The judge said the man overall 
in charge of 6 Mile Post i.e myself, is 
culpable as well. The implications of 
this are unclear. In spite of all of this 
the grounds are full of life, and every 
day more than 50 children come to 
get their meals here. Every morning 
our nursery programme is conducted 
which is greatly appreciated by local 
Hindu village families. We do not only 

offer education and a meal, but also 
teach Bible stories to the children. We 
are so thankful for this opportunity. 
Please pray for this ministry and for 
the teachers. 

Personal ministry 
I have laboured for almost 33 years in 
the Lord’s work. I have some health 
issues and am always tired. By the 
Lord’s mercy, we are running the 
race with faith and perseverance. 
Sometimes we are brought low by 
obstacles and weariness, but His 
living Word raises us up and gives us 
strength to go on. 

Vani often suffers physically with 
costochondritis, but she is always busy. 
In her role as my personal secretary, 
she replies to my emails, types my 
notes, prepares translations of church 
reports and projects, proof reads 
translations and makes preparations 
for medical camps. 

As Jemima is at university, we can 
now extend our time in Sri Lanka and 
Vani joins me each time I go. 

Your prayers and support are 
greatly appreciated. 
 
Yours in Christ 
S Jeyakanth

Anusha, Cindy, Shaktivel, Kallaimathai, 
Anandan, Kallaivani who were among 

the children taken from the home



A clear vision

t came as a shock to learn that my 
friend Ian Squire had been killed 
for his faith while on a mission 
trip to Nigeria. For many years 
through his Charity ‘Mission for 

Vision’ Ian had sought tirelessly to 
bring eye care to those who could not 
otherwise access it. Not only had he 
sought to provide the highest quality 
eye care and spectacles, he always did 
it hand in hand with proclaiming his 
Christian Faith. It had been a privilege 
to serve with him. At times like this we 
are tempted to ask why. Why had Ian, 
who had been so used by God, been 
taken?

So, now without Ian, it was with 
some trepidation that I approached 
Care Sri Lanka with the idea of helping 
those in need see better with glasses. 
Over a year ago Care Sri Lanka had 
visited our church and mentioned 
the need for spectacles, since then I 
had a burden to try and help. My wife 
Felicity, friend Graeme and I stepped 
out to try to meet that need. 

Months of preparation brought us 
to the point of departure and finally 

checking in at the airport we were off. 
Our cases full of optical equipment 
and over 1000 pairs of spectacles 
donated from various sources 
including Mission for Vision, met the 
exact weight allowance allowed. Our 
first port of call was Meddakumbra, 
high up in the mountains where we 
served many who worked in the tea 
plantations. The views around the 
Church are stunning and it was a 
privilege to not only help people to 
see the views but also to enable many 
to read their bibles again. The smiles 
and joy on faces as they received their 
spectacles and were able to see and 
read again was very special.

After Meddakumbra we travelled 
up to Trincomalee to serve in several 
different Churches in the North East 
of Sri Lanka. We served many people 
of many backgrounds with so many 
different stories. Goat herders now 
able to see their goats, pastors able to 
read their Bibles more clearly and even 
an antagoniser of the church received 
glasses. In total 385 patients were seen 
and 440 pairs of spectacles dispensed. 

Names of patients with cataracts have 
been kept with the hope of arranging 
cataract surgery in the near future and 
six patients with complex prescriptions 
will have spectacles made and shipped 
out to them on the next trip.

One of the most precious gifts 
we have is our natural eye sight. Yet 
spiritually we have been called not to 
walk by sight but by faith. This is often 
one of the most difficult things to do, 
yet as Christians we must continue 
to walk not by what we see and 
understand, but by faith, day by day 
through often perplexing and difficult 
paths. Our prayer is that the Christians 
we met will be encouraged and that by 
the grace of God new pilgrims will start 
that walk of faith.

One of the men we fitted with 
glasses was shot in the head during 
the war and was thought to be dead, 
it was only when he was in the coffin 
that someone spotted that he was still 
alive and he was sent to India to have 
extensive surgery. He is blind in his 
right eye due to his wounds but very 
thankful to still be alive. 

Tom Dawson reports on his trip to Sri Lanka to 
provide eye care and glasses to those in need

GLASSES REPORT

I

‘ For we walk by faith, 
not by sight.’ 
2 Corinthians 5:7 (NKJV)

I am 11 years old. I attend 
Meddakumbra Tamil 
School. For the past 
few months, I noticed 
that it was becoming 
more and more difficult 
to read what was on 
the blackboard. This 
made it more difficult to 
understand what was 
being taught, and my 
studies suffered. When 
my parents took me to 

the hospital, we were told 
that there was a problem 
with my vision, and 
unless I started wearing 
spectacles immediately, 
my eyes would get worse. 
My parents are labourers 
in the tea estate, and 
we are a family of four 
girls. They just could not 
afford the Rs. 8,000 (£40) 
needed to get glasses 
for me. We waited in the 

hope that God would give 
us the money. When the 
medical camp was run 
in the church, we went 
along. The doctor from 
London examined my 
eyes and gave me a pair 
of spectacles without 
charging anything. I 
praise God for giving my 
eyesight back and thank 
the doctors for their care 
and concern.

Nadhushanthani’s story
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Christ and want to do what is right 
in his sight. How we rejoiced to see a 
young woman, and a much older lady, 
the wife of a Hindu priest, undergo 
baptism. It was solemn but beautiful. 

The poverty here appeared extreme 
to us as it is among the worst of the 
drought-hit areas. We spent the rest 
of the day with the church, briefly 
assisting in serving food for the 
children’s meal, doing some Bible 
studies with the women, and working 
with the children. 

What could be a better witness 
for Christianity than good Christian 
fellowship, real Christian kindness, 
hospitality and love and then, the thrill 
of seeing the gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ changing lives in what are often 
very, very difficult circumstances.

Later that day in Muthur, we 
gathered together with various Pastors 
who explained their prayer needs to us. 
How their trials abound! But their faith 
is still upheld by the Lord. This made 
such an impression on us! Despite their 
humble mentioning of ‘small’ numbers 
attending, the numbers they mentioned 
were in fact larger than most of our 
home churches! 

Finally, we visited 6 Mile Post, 
first as observers and guests of a lively 
Sports Day organized by the Day Care 
Centre. Our only discouragement was 
here. This well-managed property, with 
clean, sound buildings, was in good 
repair and cheerfully painted, but the 
orphanage was empty for seemingly no 
other reason than malice against the 
Gospel – this was a sobering moment 
of what the Sri Lankan believers daily 
face. 

Lord Jesus come quickly and put 
wrongs to right.

16 17

days in Sri Lanka. We enjoyed their 
comradeship, hospitality, unceasing 
labour, and cheerfulness so much. A 
lesson in itself…. The very people we 
came to ‘minister to’ ministered to us.

On arriving at Meddakumbra 
somewhat unwell from the long and 
treacherous journey, we were greeted 
by the smiling face of Pastor Ranjith 
and his lovely wife, Selvee. Despite 
the late hour, the hospitality of the 
believers in Sri Lanka knows almost no 
bounds, and a lovely meal was served 
to the travellers who remained upright.

The next morning, we saw much 
of the beauty of this area, high 
jutting green mountains covered 
with tea plantations. We took a brief 
walk through the neighbourhood 
surrounding the church. Initially there 
was much opposition to the work here, 
but this day it was peaceful. We visited 
a house where a grandmother was 
raising two little children, who were 
brushing their teeth in the doorway. 
Her home was a one-room shed of 
cement blocks where one piece of fabric 
separated the sleeping area from the 
cooking area. 

Later, there was a lovely welcoming 
ceremony for us, complete with flower 
garlands and the Pre-School children 
singing. Clean, bright, and cheerful, 
the schoolroom featured basic posters 
of the alphabet and simple plants 
and animals drawn by children and 
teachers. 

We attended large meetings here, 
with people coming from many miles 
away, some having to spend the night 
on the floor of the church due to 
local bus transport failure, a frequent 
occurrence here.

As we departed the Hatton 
region we stopped at another village, 
Matale, to visit a church called Family 
Fellowship. This church building had 
been painted a cheerful yellow inside 
and everything was so neat and lovingly 
tended by the members. As the service 
began, nearby neighbours began 
playing extra loud television music. 
But God’s Word was not hindered, as 
Pastor Russ preached.

It was a joy to see young Pastor 
Kanna doing translation. When he 
paused for a word and looked to the 
back for assistance, on a word like 

A great joy 
and privilege

gainst all earthly 
wisdom, ‘odds’ and 
circumstances, my son 
and I landed in Colombo 
to spend a week among 
the churches of the 

Lanka Fellowship. We travelled with 
Pastor B.S. Poh and his wife, Goody, 
who have been visiting the churches in 
Sri Lanka for many years. 

At the airport, we were met by 
Pastor Jayakanth, and soon nine of us 
filled a van: three from America, two 
from Singapore, two from Malaysia and 
Gary Donaldson, who assists Care Sri 
Lanka in the UK. For the remainder of 
the trip, we seemed to be in the midst 
of a ‘cloud of witnesses’ -- a team of 
godly men providing help and care 
– the people we were supposed to be 
helping! These cheerful, serving, kind, 
dedicated, men whom the Lord has 
saved over the years, accompanied 
us round the clock throughout our 

In her first visit to Sri Lanka Jamie O’Connor 
recounts her experiences and the impact the 
godly believers had upon her

JAMIE O’CONNOR’S REPORT

‘atonement’, Pastor Jayakanth or 
several of the other English speaking 
Sri Lankan Pastors or helpers would 
call out suggestions. This was done 
with big smiles all round. 

We also visited a house church 
in Bambaragala, in a tiny cluster of 
homes. At first there was so little light 
in the house church we could hardly 
see, but soon, by willing hands, a torch 
was brought, and the worship service 
began in a packed room. Outside a cold 
wind whistled into the open doorways, 
but inside we were warmed with gospel 
preaching. 

Here our new American friend, 
Pastor Russ Robinson, from Salt Lake 
City, USA, preached that the centre 

of Christianity is love, but how does 
love ACT? He said our sin is the basis 
for our compassion – God forgives us 
far more – so who are we to withhold 
any compassion we can render? Once 
again, in very basic conditions, a 
sumptuous meal was served after the 
service –many dishes, and more than 
enough food for our large group. How 
thankful we always were for the many 
delicious meals we were served on this 
trip. 

The trip from the mountainous 
region over to the coast was much less 
harrowing as most of us slept. Those 
who didn’t were treated to a view of 
an elephant attempting to cross the 
highway in the dark! Finally arriving at 
Trincomalee, we were so grateful again, 
for clean and cosy beds and delicious 
meals served at all hours by Pastor 
Jeyakanth’s mother. 

The next day we travelled to the 
Muthur area to witness a baptism in 
the ocean. There we rejoiced to hear 
Pastor Poh’s sermon to the large 
gathering, on what it really means to 
be a disciple. He explained that we 
must be given a new heart by the Holy 
Spirit of God and then we LOVE Jesus 

A

“ We enjoyed their 
comradeship, 
hospitality, unceasing 
labour, and 
cheerfulness so much.”



as if they were dogs. The commander 
said these prisoners were suspected of 
being Tamil Tigers. Jeyakanth knew 
their likely fate - torture and then 
death. This only added to his growing 
fear.

Jeyakanth was shown to the dining 
room, where he was taken aback by the 
sight of the meal on offer. The table was 
laid out with chicken and beef curries, 
tasty vegetables and all types of fruits, 
the like of which he had not seen in a 
long time. It was a strange experience. 
Instead of facing death, Jeyakanth 
found himself eating like a king!

A letter of commendation from the 
commander
The commander informed him that 
they were going to start a bombing 
campaign in the jungle where they 
suspected the Tamil Tigers were 
hiding. To protect innocent people 
the commander was going to create a 
refugee camp in the school building in 
Thampalagamam. 

He then typed and signed a personal 
letter for Jeyakanth stating that he ‘the 
Rev Father Jeyakanth was a respectable 
man and was not to be arrested.’ This 
proved to be a life saver as whenever 
Jeyakanth was stopped he simply 
showed the soldiers the commanders 
letter and was immediately called ‘Sir’ 
and treated with respect!

A remarkable 
provision

art 1 ended with Jeyakanth 
facing probable death. 
In 1990, during the civil 
war, when he was only 19, 
he was on the run caught 

between hostile government forces 
and the Tamil Tigers. Captured by a 
government army commander he was 
taken to the army camp, which usually 
meant you would be killed.

A meal with the commander
On his arrival, the commander 
called him Father, a term used for 
any Christian leader, and quite 
unexpectedly invited him to join him 
for a meal. He was led past terrified 
prisoners who were tied up and treated 

This is the second in a series of articles on 
the life story of Jeyakanth and the history of 
the LEFC (Lanka Evangelical Fellowship of 
Churches). It explains a remarkable deliverance 
in Jeyakanth’s life and the the establishment of 
the first Lanka Churches

In charge of the Refugee camp
Then something equally as unexpected 
and remarkable occurred. The 
commander told Jeyakanth that he 
was putting him in charge of the 
refugee camp and that it would be 
up to him to decide who could stay 
there. Jeyakanth, a young Tamil on 
the run had now been appointed, 
despite his tender years, to a position 
of great importance and influence. 
He was only 21 years old. There could 
only be one explanation. God had 
worked in the commander’s heart 
so that he would look favourably on 
Jeyakanth. The impact of Jeyakanth’s 
new authority was immediate. Some 
of the very people in the village of 
Thampalagamam who had threatened 
Jeyakanth now pleaded with him to let 
them come into the camp!

Even the NGO’s (Non-Government 
Organisations) who were providing 
international aid during this time were 
told that food distribution must also go 
through Jeyakanth. The situation had 
echoes of Joseph in Egypt!

This period proved to be a time of 
real spiritual blessing and Jeyakanth 
was able to speak freely to the people 
in the refugee camp about God’s love 
for them and many turned to Christ. 
This great harvest of souls among the 
refugees in Thampalagamam formed 
the basis of the future church there.

P After a while the civil war 
calmed down a little and some of 
the people were able to return to 
Thampalagamam. The many gypsies 
who had turned to Christ left their 
old ways of life and built houses to 
live in and learned new trades. The 
church in Thampalagamam steadily 
grew and Jeyakanth was able to take 
on two young converts as assistants, 
Rajendran and Subramanaim. 

Studying in London 
As the work grew Jeyakanth felt his 
need for Bible training in order to be 
better equipped to lead the church, so 
in 1994 he came to London to study at 
the Metropolitan Tabernacle. 

Planting Churches
By 1999, Jeyakanth had planted 
two further churches with his two 
assistants becoming their pastors, 
Subramanaim in nearby Palayoothu 
and Rajendran in Muthur; 

Muthur church
One man converted through 
Jeyakanth’s witness was Nathan and 
the Muthur church began in his home. 
A handful of people were converted 
and by 2004 the church had grown 
to thirty or so believers and the first 
church building was opened.

Muthur was in a war-torn 

area, about four hours’ drive from 
Thampalagamam. It was a Tamil Tiger 
stronghold, and there was a lot of 
hatred for the Christians. One night a 
Hindu villager set fire to the church. 
Unknown to him, a grandmother and 
her grandchild were asleep in the 
building but they managed to escape 
and were able to identify the man. 

Rajendran reported the man to the 
local police and he was prosecuted 
and put in prison. This caused 
uproar in the village and aroused 
great anger against the Christians. 
A public meeting was held where 
the police asked Rajendran what he 
thought should be done with the man. 
Rajendran said that as a Christian he 
wanted to show mercy to the man and 
so argued that he should be released 
without charge.

Until this time, the few Christians 
there had struggled to have any impact 
on the village. However, having 
witnessed Rajendran’s kindness, many 
Hindus changed their attitude towards 
the believers and many doors opened 
to him. Now Rajendran was able to 
talk freely about the Lord Jesus and 
from this time onwards, the church 
quickly grew.

Ongoing threats to  
Jeyakanth’s life
The civil war was still raging though 
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and most of the LEFC churches were 
either in or close to areas controlled 
by the Tamil Tigers. Abductions and 
killings were frequent and Jeyakanth 
had many threats to his life. Here is 
just one example.

Kidnapped by Tamil Tigers
One Wednesday night in 2000 when 
Jeyakanth and some of the pastors 
were asleep there was a knock at the 
door and when they opened it, outside 
stood a group of Tamil Tigers with 
AK47 rifles. They told Jeyakanth that 
their leader wanted to meet him and 
ordered him to follow them. 

The meeting took place in the 
jungle but before letting Jeyakanth 
go he demanded he raise £2500 in 
two weeks or he would be killed. His 
church people were too poor to raise 
that sort of money and Jeyakanth 
became very sick and depressed. The 
situation seemed hopeless but every 
day at 4 in the morning the church 
gathered to pray for him.

After two weeks of prayer, two 
members of the congregation believed 
God was telling them that Jeyakanth 
should go and meet the leading Tamil 
Tiger commander in the area to speak 
to him about the situation. So taking 
his life in his hands Jeyakanth set out.

To be continued in the next magazineTo be continued in the next magazine

On Nathan’s invitation Jeyakanth 
came to Muthur and a church began 
in his home. 
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Earlier this year Abi 
Hubbard and Paul and Ruth 
Fountain visited Sri Lanka. 
They ran training sessions 
for 40 pre-school teachers 
and were also involved in 
running widow’s programs 
where the team told Bible 
stories and did crafts and 
painting —all good therapy 
for the many who have 
suffered trauma in the civil 
war. 

One of the main purposes 
of the trip was to have a 
three-day holiday in the 

mountains for church 
widows. The team took 
widows from the rural 
villages on an eight-hour 
coach journey to the tea-
growing highlands, stopping 
at the beautiful Kandy 
Botanical Gardens on the 
way. It was like ‘going to 
the moon’ for these widows! 
Most had never been more 
than 20 miles from their 
villages. 

On the holiday, they 
played games, did crafts and 
had a missionary story, an 

Multi-task jeep 
needs replacing
The jeep which served 
LEFC faithfully in the North 
Muthur district for 10 years 
is old, damaged and almost 
beyond repair. As there is 
no public transport in that 
area it has been invaluable 
to those who need to travel 
long distances to church, 
school and hospitals. It has 
also been used to transport 

food, take children and 
young people to outings 
and conferences, and to 
support businesses. LEFC 
would like to raise funds 
to buy a larger bus to 
provide regular transport to 
Muthur town for the whole 
community. LEFC would 
make a small charge to help 
cover costs 

outing and wonderful times 
of worship. They visited the 
tea plantations and were 
fascinated to see where tea 
came from. It was so moving 
to be with them. During a 
two-hour morning prayer 
time, they poured out their 
hearts which were full of 
praise and wonder at God’s 

First ever holiday 
for widows 
100 widows were taken on a three day 
holiday to the mountains!

creation. They had never 
seen mountains before and 
had only heard of them. 
They were just so happy and 
full of appreciation. They 
have such hard lives. One 
old lady said it was the best 
three days of her life! It was 
very moving and a great 
privilege to be there. 

Other news
By Ps. Jeyakanth and Paul Fountain


